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FOR YOUR 2013 DIARY 
 

 
Today - Advance postal booking for FESPA members for both 
Southwold & Aldeburgh now open. See pages 6-7. 
 
Thursday 7 March - Advance telephone booking for FESPA 
members for Southwold opens (not Mondays). See pages 6-7 
 
Monday 25 March - Advance telephone booking for FESPA 
members for Aldeburgh opens. See pages 6-7 
 
Friday 12 April - 6.30 for 7.00 -  FESPA AGM. Please note the 
venue this year is St Edmund’s Hall, Cumberland Road, 
Southwold. (See back page) 
 
Saturday 25 May - Public box office opens for Southwold.  
 
Monday 17 June -  Public box office opens for Aldeburgh. 
 
Friday  5 July - 6.30. Friends’  Evening at the Stables at 
Westons. Bring along a plate of eats to share. Enjoy a drink 
and a chat with members of the Company and fellow Friends.   
 
Sunday 7 July - FESPA Theatre Fete at the Stables at 
Westons, Walberswick. Gates open at 1.00 pm. 
 
Wednesday 10 July -  Southwold Season opens. 
 
Thursday 25 July - Aldeburgh Season opens. 
 
Sunday 25 August - FESPA Showcase Concert by Bursary 
students in St Edmund’s Hall.  
 
Saturday 31 August - Last night in Aldeburgh.  
 
Saturday 14 September - Last night in Southwold. 

Dear Friends, 

It has been really heartening to see how Friends responded to 

our survey – the first we’ve done for 15 years. Not only did 

you reply in unexpectedly large numbers to give us a truly 

representative opinion profile, but you also seemed to do so 

with amazing enthusiasm, offering plenty of useful comments 

and suggestions as well as valuable statistical data.  It is so 

reassuring to know how passionate and  proprietorial many of 

you feel about ‘your’ Summer Theatres and also how much 

you value the work of FESPA. Barry has compiled a summary 

of the main findings of the survey on page 4 and we have 

shared all the results plus the 30 pages (!) of comments with 

the Summer Theatre directors. 

   Of course we must remember that paid-up Friends comprise 

only a fraction of Summer Theatre audiences and there are 

many other demographic groups that must be catered for and 

entertained.  Nevertheless, when they look at the programme 

for the forthcoming season on page 6, and read Tony’s account 

of it on page 3, I think a good proportion of our Friends will 

agree with me that this is one of the best ever. 

   Another ‘Friend-pleaser’ this year is the new FESPA 

member discount – It’s simple and good value - £1 off the 

ticket price. You don’t have to go to 

every show to benefit  (as you did 

with last year’s five-for-four 

deal) but if you and a partner 

do go to all five, as so many 

of you do, you’ll 

effectively earn back your 

annual FESPA 

membership!  How good is 

that? 

   We call this issue of FESPA 

News our ‘Spring’ issue which, 

perhaps, in this cold, bleak 

February, is a touch of 

wishful thinking. But, with 

the imminent opening of 

the Friends’ advance booking, it really does mark the 

beginning of the season – Southwold’s 30th – with its promises 

of good evenings at the theatre, hopefully with balmy breezes 

to waft us home afterwards - not driving rain! I hope that as 

many of you as possible will take part in the social side of 

FESPA this year, and attend our AGM (which is in Southwold 

this time) on Friday 12th April, the Friends Evening on 5th 

July , the Fete on Sunday 7th July, our Student Showcase 

evening on Sunday 25th August and, of course, as many plays as 

you can!  

   Please feel free to keep in touch either with me or with any 

of the Trustees should you have any ideas about what you’d 

like FESPA to get up to.  We love to know you are out there! 

   So, on with the motley and happy theatre-going ! 

 

Passionate and Proprietorial 
That’s how the Friends feel about their theatre, says Sidi 

FESPA SHOWCASE SHAPING UP WELL 

M any of the talented students who have received FESPA Bursaries 

over the past five years have already ‘signed up’ to take part in 

our Sunday Showcase at Southwold Theatre. It’s shaping up to be a 

vibrant and youthful medley of drama, dance, music and chat.  Do 

come along and support the determined youngsters whom you have 

helped to gain a foothold in the challenging world of performance. 

More news about this in our Summer issue—out wc 20 May. 
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JILL RECALLS ... 

one new trustee. Do, please, seriously consider putting your name forward.     

   Then comes Tony Falkingham’s always eagerly awaited revelation 

of the company for the forthcoming season. After that we break and 

chat about it over drinks. Then we settle down to listen to our mystery guest. 

   We won’t get together again until the summer party and fete so the 

AGM is an ideal opportunity to bring along any bottles, jams, 

chutneys, pickles and preserves you can spare to start building up our 

stocks. (See back page for more about the Fete.) 

  See you there! 

    

O 
ver the years I think we have amazed our audience many 

times, but the most dramatic moment of all was 

successfully hidden from the public.  

   It happened like this: our production of “Stepping 

Out” (complete with Sidi at the piano and 10 tap routines) had 

opened during the week and it was now nearly time for the first 

matinee at 5pm that day. 

   Tony and I were at Sutherland House for the Lunchtime 

show. As we emerged at 2pm, a small group of anxious actors 

were waiting to tell us that cast member, Joanna, was prostrate 

with a migraine and could not appear. 

   Tony remained calm. “Jill will organise a doctor right away 

and all of you, please be at the theatre at 3.30pm, with your 

scripts. 

   By the time we arrived, Tony had re-allocated all the 

sufferer’s many lines to the remaining cast members. We wrote 

them in and ran through the amended script briefly before 

getting ready for the show.  

   My daughter, Emma, was out front that night and neither she, 

nor the rest of the audience, had any idea that an important 

cast member was missing.  

   Well done the Company - now that’s Show Business! 

Jill Freud 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR FESPA 

MEMBERSHIP 

Y our annual subscription to FESPA is due for renewal this month. 

You’ll find your form enclosed with the printed edition of this 

issue. If you are reading this online, the printed version should arrive 

in about a week’s time. Do, please, complete the form and return it 

with your sub as soon as you can. 

   If there is a Gift Aid form attached to your renewal form it’s 

because we don’t have you registered as qualifying for Gift Aid. If 

you are a tax payer and would like FESPA to claim Gift Aid on your 

subscriptions and donations, do please complete the Gift Aid form.  

Gift Aid already enables us to reclaim nearly £2,300 from the Inland 

Revenue—not to be sniffed at! 

   If, on the other hand, there is no Gift Aid form, it is because you 

have already been registered for Gift Aid and we can go on claiming 

the rebate until you tell us that you no longer qualify. 

   If you give us your email address on your renewal form, we will 

add you to our list of Friends who now read FESPA News online 

about a week in advance of the printed copies landing on their mats. 

   In fact you can read any of the past 18 issues of FESPA News on 

our website.  Just visit www.fespa.co.uk and click on Newsletters. 

 

Can I opt out of the printed edition altogether? 
Several Friends have told us that they would be quite happy not to 

receive a printed copy at all and just read the News online if it would 

save FESPA money. Grateful though we are for these offers, the 

problem is that we use two of the three issues to enclose other 

things—the Spring issue includes the subscription form and the 

Summer issue the Grand Draw tickets. We think it would be 

confusing to go online-only with just the Autumn issue; it would  

produce only marginal savings and introduce added complexity to our 

mailing list management. 

   But it is certainly true that postage has become a major issue.  So… 

 

A serious appeal for more hand distributors 
Two of our stalwart door-to-door distributors have recently retired 

after many years so we urgently need to recruit replacements. We 

would also very much like to identify volunteers who could do 

deliveries in other areas where we have ‘clusters’ of Friends, for 

example: 

Saxmundham 

Ipswich  

Lowestoft 

Woodbridge 

Beccles 

Halesworth 

Bungay  

   It doesn’t have to be a too burdensome job; even a ‘paper-round’ of 

ten addresses could save FESPA £5 in postage.  It would be great if 

you were able to collect your batch from Wangford where we do our 

envelope stuffing but, even if that’s difficult, it would still be more 

cost-effective for us to post them to you in a single parcel than to 

stamp them individually. 

   So, if you think you could help, please contact Barry on 01502 

722582 or barry@fespa.co.uk.  When we know your address and 

what you think you can do we can look at our mailing list and work 

out a comfortable round for you.   

Sidi Scott as Mrs Fraser, the formidable accompanist for the local tap dance 
class in the 2003 production of Stepping Out, one of the Friends’ most fondly 

remembered shows, according to the FESPA poll. (Photo: Stephen Wolfenden) 

O ur Annual General Meeting is the first social event of the 

Summer Theatre year, and always pulls in a good crowd. This 

year promises to attract even more because we’ve made it more 

accessible by moving it into the Southwold Theatre venue itself, St 

Edmund’s Hall.   

   Put the date in your diary now: it’s Friday 12th April at 6.30pm 

for 7.00. 

   The formal business of the Evening is usually not much more than 

half an hour but it is important and this year we need to elect at least 

FESPA’ S SPRING GET-TOGETHER—(AND AGM!) 
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I  am pleased to announce the 2013 season 

and, cold and gloomy though the weather 

is at the moment, perhaps it may make you 

think of happier, sunnier times in the not too 

distant future. 

 

The season opens with something of a coup, AN 

INSPECTOR CALLS by J.B. Priestley, the  

first professional production sanctioned after the 

award-winning, much-publicised Stephen 

Daldry production for the National Theatre in 1992 which starred 

Kenneth Cranham, Richard Pascoe and Barbara Leigh-Hunt. It 

transferred to Broadway in 1994. This production received a Laurence 

Olivier Award in 1993, A Drama Desk Award and a Tony in 1994.   

   The first English production was at the New Theatre in 1946 with 

Ralph Richardson as the Inspector. Harry Andrews and Margaret 

Leighton were in the cast. It opened on Broadway in 1947 staged by 

Cedric Hardwicke. 

   It was made into film in 1954 directed by Guy Hamilton and starring 

Alastair Sim, and a three-part series for BBC in 1982 with Bernard 

Hepton and Nigel Davenport. 

  J.B. Priestley was born in Manningham, a ‘respectable’ suburb of 

Bradford, in 1894. He contributed many 

newpaper articles before writing his first 

novel, Adam in Moonshine in 1927, 

closely followed by the popular Good  

Companions (1929) and Angel Pavement 

(1930). His first play, Dangerous Corner 

he wrote in 1932 followed by Laburnum 

Grove and Eden End. He wrote 34 

novels and other works of fiction and 

more than a dozen plays. He died on 14th 

August 1984. 

 

DEAD RECKONING is a sparkling 

new thriller by Eric Chappell. He has 

written over 200 television scripts and 20 

stage plays, one of which, The Banana 

Box which was produced at the Apollo 

Theatre, London, in 1973, inspired the 

classic television comedy Rising Damp 

which starred Leonard Rossiter, Frances 

de la Tour, Richard Beckinsale and Don 

Warrington. It ran for four series from 1974 and won a BAFTA award 

for best situation comedy. In 1979 his screen version won the Evening 

Standard Film Award for Best Comedy  

   Eric was born in Grantham in 1933 and among his other successes 

are The Squirrels, Only When I Laugh, The Bounder and Duty Free. This 

thriller, with its many twists and turns, gives the season an exciting 

edge. 

 

The hit comedy of the summer is NOT NOW DARLING, another 

great success from the pens of Ray Cooney and John Chapman, this 

follows Move Over Mrs. Markham, which 

was so popular two seasons ago. 

   Among past productions of Ray 

Cooney plays that our audiences have 

enjoyed were: Out of Order, Funny 

Money and Caught in the Net, all 

directed by Richard Frost who, I am 

pleased to say, is directing this latest. 

   Not Now Darling opened at the Strand 

Theatre in 1968 and starred Donald Sinden and Bernard Cribbins. It 

was subsequently made into a film in 1973 with Leslie Phillips and 

Joan Sims. Ray was also cast as Arnold Crouch and Jack Hulbert, 

Cicily Courtneidge and Barbara Windsor 

appeared in cameo roles. 

   Ray has written or co-written over 22 

plays and, in 2005, was awarded an 

OBE. He enjoys coming to Southwold to 

see productions of his plays. 

   John Chapman was born in 1927.  He 

wrote Dry Rot and Simple Spyman for 

Brian Rix before joining Ray Cooney to 

write Move Over Mrs. Markham. John 

died in 2001 

 

DICK BARTON, SPECIAL AGENT – 

SECRET OF THE PHARAOH’S 

TOMB by Phil Willmott takes over 

where Dick Barton, Special Agent left 

off (Summer Theatre season 2007). Once 

again we thrill to that memorable theme 

tune The Devil’s Gallop. All the old 

favourites appear: Dick, Jock, Snowy 

and the voluptuous Marta Heartburn. It 

was premiered at the Croydon Warehouse in 1999, as a sequel to the 

original Dick Barton – Special Agent, to great acclaim. 

   Dick Barton was a hugely popular radio series broadcast by the BBC 

from October 1946 until March 1951. The Hammer film company 

made three Dick Barton films from 1948 to 1950. In 1972, as part of 

the BBC’s Golden Jubilee, they produced a new 10-episode version 

with many of the original cast. 

   Come to this wonderful evening of song, dance and hilarious goings-on. 

 

The season closes with that masterpiece of suspense,  SLEUTH by 

Anthony Shaffer. The first production was at London’s St. Martin’s 

Theatre and starred Anthony Quayle and Keith Baxter. It transferred 

to Broadway in November 1970 where it ran for 1,222 performances. 

There have been two film adaptations; in 1973 in a version by Shaffer 

himself and which starred Laurence Olivier and Michael Caine and, in 

2007, in a script by Harold Pinter, with Michael Caine taking the Olivier 

role and Jude Law playing the younger man. Kenneth Branagh directed it. 

   Anthony Shaffer was born in Liverpool and was the identical twin 

brother of the playwright Peter Shaffer. His other screen successes 

were Frenzy, directed by Alfred Hitchcock and The Wicker Man. He 

was married three times. His third wife was the Australian actress 

Diana Cilento. 

   Your season won’t be complete without witnessing this classic 

‘Who’s Who’. 

STAND BY FOR A SEASON OF ‘FRIEND-PLEASERS’ 
Artistic Director,  Anthony Falkingham, introduces a very special summer of  

quality drama, hilarity, suspense and nostalgic song-and-dance.    

Flashback to 2007: Paul Leonard and Carl McCrystal face their 
midnight showdown in Dick Barton: Special Agent.  

Photo: James Laws 

Dead Reckoning author, Eric 
Chappell, on a visit to the Summer 

Theatre in 2011. Photo: Maurice 

Rubens. 

Ray Cooney, left,  with some of the stars of his big hit comedy of the 2009 
season, Caught in the Net: Rosanna Miles, Richard Emerson and Jemma 

Churchill. Photo: Peter Adshead. 
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OUR SURVEY RESULTS PROVIDE INVALUABLE 

INSIGHT INTO FRIENDS’ EXPECTATIONS  

How many productions did you attend?  

Your 2012 Summer Theatre experience marked out of 10...  

Choice of plays    71% 
Ticket pricing    51% 
Ease of booking    47% 
Comfort     37% 
Ambience     31% 
Quality of production    26% 
Front-of-house service   17% 
Visibility of stage    16.6% 

… And compared with 2011  

O ur survey of FESPA members which closed on New Year’s 

Eve attracted 171 responses, well exceeding all our 

expectations.  Thank you for taking the time and trouble to tell us 

your thoughts and wishes for the Summer Theatres and for 

FESPA. 

   Responses were divided very nearly 50/50 between online and 

paper submissions and all the paper entries were subsequently 

transcribed into the online system so that they could all be 

analysed by the ‘Survey Monkey’ software.  Most respondents 

(106) attended only Southwold Theatre in 2012. 30 attended only 

Aldeburgh, 4 attended both theatres and the remaining 31 did not 

specify.  

 

How many productions did you attend in 2012?  

An impressive percentage of you (34.5%) attended all five which, 

perhaps, reflects the influence of the ‘5-for-the-price-of-4’ Friends’ 

offer introduced last year. Only 16.4% went to just one show in the 

season. More than half of the respondents said that their attendance 

pattern was much the same as usual but a significant 36.5% said they 

went to fewer shows than in previous years. 

How did you rate your theatre experience last year? 

We asked Friends to mark their overall experience out of 10 and a 

very respectable 72% of you scored it 8 or higher, with 8 being the 

most popular score.  “The shows are just getting better each season,” 

“A very good, balanced programme,” “West-End standard!” were 

among the more positive comments. Indeed 68% reckoned they’d had 

Where would you most like to see change? 

We gave you eight criteria and asked which of them you thought most 

needed to be improved. We asked you to score each of them out of 10.  

Once again choice of plays came out as your top priority with 71% 

placing it among the top three aspects where you’d like to see change.  

Here’s how your eight priorities panned out. The percentages repre-

sent the proportion of respondents who placed the criterion among 

their top three candidates for change: 

at least as good a time last season as in previous years. 

   Even so, nearly 30% scored the season less than 8 out of 10 and 

22% actually considered their experience was worse than usual while 

only 6.4% thought it was better.  The reasons for dissatisfaction varied 

widely but a recurring theme was choice of plays.  Here is a selection 

of your comments… 

   “I’ve never seen a bad production at the Summer Theatre, though 

have not always been impressed by the plays,” “Choice of plays not as 

good as 2011,” “Choice of plays was disappointing,” “…a lacklustre 

programme,” “Choice of productions did not greatly appeal,” “Acting 

good but choice of plays poor,” “Some of the plays rather silly – 

though beautifully done”.  None of last season’s productions elicited 

more comment than The Curse of Dracula. “Brilliant!” said one, 

“Family had divided opinion,” said another. “Not scary or funny,” 

said a third.  

How could choice of plays be improved? 

We probed your feelings about choice of plays further and, it has to be 

said that it revealed no real groundswell of consistent dissatisfaction: 

more than 40% thought the mix of plays in 2012 was “just about 

right”. 25% would like to have seen more serious plays but 21% 

wished there had been more comedy and 26% regretted the lack of 

musical entertainment of some kind. Nearly half of respondents ticked 

that comedies had been some of the most enjoyable Summer Theatre 

productions they’d seen in recent years but, interestingly, only 20% 

ticked that they’d particularly enjoyed the farces.   

   Some of your open-ended comments provided a bit more insight 

into your views. Several of you commented unfavourably on recent 

farces…“dated and irrelevant,” “dumbed down,” “past their sell-by 

date,” “1960s farces really don’t hit the spot”. But many of you 

singled out Thirty Nine Steps, Abigail’s Party, Educating Rita, A 

Chorus of Disapproval and Ayckbourn in general as typifying the sort 

of comedy you have most enjoyed at Southwold and Aldeburgh. 

   Stepping Out seems to have been one of your all-time favourite 

Summer Theatre musical productions, warranting several mentions 

and The Boyfriend, Salad Days and Dames at Sea all figured high in 

the happy memory ranks. But there was also a recurrent call for a 

return to the more classic ‘evergreen’ dramas such as those by 
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What are FESPA’s principal roles? 

Unsurprisingly, an overwhelming majority saw FESPA’s chief role as 

subsidising the Summer Theatres generally and sponsoring specific 

Summer Theatre initiatives such as the Children’s shows and student 

work placements. Gratifyingly, FESPA’s bursary programme followed 

closely. More disappointing was the low priority you gave to the 

Friends’ role in promoting the Summer Theatres by distributing 

leaflets.  

   This question asked respondents to score each of the six FESPA 

roles out of 10, but many respondents lost interest after entering their 

top few, so the percentages below represent the proportion of 

respondents who ranked the role in question one, two or three: 

What types of show have you most enjoyed in the past?  

FESPA’s roles as you see them 
1  provide financial subsidy to Summer Theatres   90% 

2=  sponsor specific Summer Theatre initiatives  55% 

2=  provide performing arts student bursaries   55% 

3  Be a society for theatre lovers     42% 

4 Give practical help to Summer Theatres  

 eg with leaflet distribution)    35% 

5 support performing arts initiatives at large  

 in East Suffolk      22%  

ANNOUNCING  
 SPECIAL FESPA CONCESSION 

RATES FOR 2013! 
• 

FRIENDS’ ADVANCE POSTAL BOOKING 
STARTS NOW! 

 
Peter Adshead writes 

 

o nce again it is time to dust off those 
diaries and look forward to those 

summer evenings at your theatres. 
Preparations are well underway for the 
launch of what promises to be an 
exciting season. 
   I am particularly pleased to announce 
the introduction of a special FESPA 
concession rate of £1 off ticket prices, as 
detailed overleaf. That applies whenever 
you book and no matter how many or 

how few tickets you buy. But, in order to qualify you must quote 
‘FESPA CONCESSION’ at the time of booking. 
   Sadly this year we say goodbye to Merwyn Cunliffe, who has 
been part of the Aldeburgh box office team (particularly during 
the ‘early booking’ period) for many years. We would like to 
thank Merwyn for his dedication and hard work and wish him 
well for the future.  
   All early bookings will now be handled from the  Summer 
Theatre office in Southwold. 
   In an attempt to ease the frustration felt by some Friends 
when booking, there are also a number of changes to the way 
our advance box office will operate: 

 
• Our POSTAL booking period is now open. All ticket 
applications will be dealt with in the order they are received. 
Please ensure that you provide a contact telephone number 
and self-addressed, stamped envelope and mark your 
envelope either ‘SOUTHWOLD’ or ‘ALDEBURGH’. *Please 
note: no telephone enquiries can be dealt with at this 
stage. 
 
• Advance TELEPHONE booking for Southwold opens on 
7th March and, for Aldeburgh, on 25th March. 
 
• New OPENING HOURS have been introduced - Advance 
telephone bookings can only be taken Tuesdays to Fridays.  
A Monday-to-Friday telephone service will apply when the 
public box office opens on  25th May  (Southwold) and 17th 
June (Aldeburgh). 
 
As always, we will do our best to give you your chosen seats 
but please bear in mind that, due to demand, this may not 
always be possible. 

Priestley, Rattigan,  Shaw, Coward and Christie, and also plays based 

on classic books; the recent adaptation of Hardy’s Far from the 

Madding Crowd was mentioned appreciatively more than once. 

How do you rate FESPA News?   

Pleasingly, you mostly seem to like it!  67% claim to read it cover-to-

cover and the majority view seems to be: leave it more or less as it is.  

Very nearly everyone values news about forthcoming plays most 

highly and the diary of events second. But you don’t seem particularly 

fascinated by our occasional historical articles and, although you 

mostly approve of our bursary programme, you don’t necessarily want 

to read constant updates about the students who receive them. This is 

understandable in a way; as the bursary programme has expanded, 

there are now a large number of grateful and enthusiastic students 

sending us updates. We will try to limit the number of column-

centimetres they occupy in future. 

A few sample comments: “More detail of content of plays needed,” 

“More pictures of productions and news of company,” “Good way of 

keeping theatre fans in touch with what is happening,” “Well balanced 

– something for everyone” just about typify the comments. 

 

A summary of the analysis of the survey is available as a pdf. 

Please email me—barry@fespa.co.uk if you would like to receive it. 

BURSARY STUDENT 

GEORGE IS ROMEO 

G eorge Jennings tells us that he has 

been cast in the title role in the 

Guildford School of Acting ‘Theatre in 

Education’ tour of Romeo and Juliet. 

The tour started with a short run in the 

Studio theatre of the Ivy Arts Centre, 

Guildford, earlier this month. 

SO MANY WAYS TO STAY IN TOUCH 

Visit: www.southwoldtheatre.org and www.fespa.co.uk 

 

Twitter: @suffolktheatre      or find: 

 

 Southwold & Aldeburgh Summer Theatre  

on Facebook  
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E ast Suffolk has plenty going on for performing arts lovers 
over the next few months.  Here are just a few promising 

events we’ve heard about … 
 

HALESWORTH ARTS  FESTIVAL 
Sunday 3 March—Jubilee Quartet play Beethoven, Haydn and 

Janáček at The Cut Arts Centre at 3.00pm. Tickets £12.50 from 01986 

874264 or on the door. Full details www.halesworthartsfestival.org.uk. 
 
AN EVENING WITH JILL FREUD 
Friday 8 March—In aid of East Anglian Air Ambulance, at Sizewell 

Sports & Social Club, Leiston.  6.45 pm for 7.30pm. Bar available. 

Tickets are £7. Call 01728 604406 or 648649 or 648680 

 
ST FELIX CHORAL SOCIETY  
Saturday 9 March—A concert in the school chapel starting at 

7.00pm. Tickets are £10 on the door or in advance from the school 

office. The programme includes Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man, a Mass 

for Peace and the Blythburgh Singers will perform Hubert Parry's 

Songs of Farewell. Musical Director is Andrew Jenkins (no relation). 

 

HALESWORTH ARTS  FESTIVAL 
Sunday 10 March—The Gould Piano Trio play Haydn Brahms, 

Bowen and Shostakovich at The Cut Arts Centre at 3.00pm. Tickets 

£15.50 from 01986 874264 or on the door. Full details at 

www.halesworthartsfestival.org.uk. 
 

SOUTHWOLD CONCERT SERIES 
Saturday 16 March—An afternoon concert featuring cellist 

Alexander Somov and pianist Nathan Williamson performing work by 

Bach, Britten and Brahms. That’s at 3.00pm in St Edmund’s Church. 

Tickets £12. 01502 726 161 www.southwoldconcertseries.co.uk 

 

TALLIS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA  
Sunday 17 March—at St Peter’s Church, Westleton at 3.00pm. 

Internationally renowned violinist, Kenneth Sillito, is Director and 

Soloist.  Janáček, Patterson and Tchaikovsky are on the programme. 

Admission £10 at the door. 

 

SOUTHWOLD CONCERT SERIES 
Saturday 25 May, at 7.00pm in St Edmund’s Church. The ‘Society 

of Strange and Ancient Instruments’ is presenting a programme called 

the ‘Ministry of Angels’ and including Baroque, Renaissance and 

Medieval songs and dances. Tickets £12. 01502 726 161 

www.southwoldconcertseries.co.uk 

 

Saturday 29 June will see a special extra concert in the series—a 

performance of William Walton’s Façade. This is in St Edmund’s 

Hall, not the church. The piece was written while Walton was still in 

his teens and consists of a ‘recitation’ of Edith Sitwell poems to an 

accompaniment of jazzy numbers played by a small instrumental 

ensemble of young players conducted by Artistic Director of the 

concert series, Nathan Williamson. The two distinguished ‘reciters’ 

are legendary actress, Claire Bloom and writer and broadcaster, 

Humphrey Burton, CBE, who was a good friend of Walton and his 

biographer. Nathan Williamson, describes the piece as ’witty, comic, 

eccentric, utterly mesmerising, and tremendous fun’. 

   Visit www.southwoldconcertseries.co.uk for details of all upcoming 

concerts. 

 

LEMON TUESDAY—SINGING IN SPRINGTIME 
Saturday 16 March—Following their great success at St Edmund’s, 

Southwold, last year, the all-female singing group ‘Lemon Tuesday’ 

from Hertfordshire, this year visit Wangford Church to present 

another joint concert with MusicVox of Reydon. With guest star Jeff 

Nicholson (Javert in the stage version of Les Miserables) plus the 

Lowestoft signing choir (you loved them at the Fete last year), this 

will be a celebration of singing with something for everyone. From 

the Beatles to Imelda May, Singing in Springtime will entertain the 

whole family while raising money for local charities. Tickets available 

from Wangford Village Store and from the box office on 01502 

578007.  Visit www.lemontuesday.com 

 
HIGHTIDE FESTIVAL, HALESWORTH 
Thursday 2—Sunday 12 May—The HighTide festival is now in 

its seventh year and has begun to achieve a nationwide following. 

This year, the organisers tell us, the event will be the biggest yet with 

more than 80 individual theatrical performances from local, national 

and international playwrights. We are promised five exceptional 

works of new writing receiving their world premiere at the Festival. 

As always, the Festival will offer a host of complementary events 

such as book readings and panel discussions and, this year, a 

programme of comedy and music events will be added for the first 

time.  Keep your eye on www.hightide.org.uk/_2013 for programme 

announcements. 

OPUS THEATRE  RETURNS TO SOUTHWOLD 
Mid-September—Summer Theatre veteran, Gerry Hinks brings his 

own touring company to Southwold once again, this time with a  

brand-new comedy penned by Gerry himself entitled A Trivial 

Pursuit.  Dates are still to be announced but watch for news on 

www.opustheatrecompany.com 

IN THE OFFING... 

marmalade, pickles and preserves.  But please don’t bring other sale 

items to the AGM or we could find ourselves with a serious storage 

and transport problem. 

 

3. Ask yourself: what could I contribute to the Grand Draw—This 

is FESPA’s single biggest fund-raiser by far and this year our Draw 

organiser, Val Anderson, is looking to give the event a ‘shot in the 

arm’ with a range of unusual and exciting prizes as well as the more 

traditional ones.  Perhaps you have a particular skill or or hobby that 

you could package up as a prize— ‘Your portrait painted in oils’,  ‘A 

day’s sailing with an expert’, ‘A flying lesson’, ‘A wine-tasting 

course’, ‘A free morning’s golf instruction’... Or  maybe your work 

could lead to some unique ideas: ‘A day as your guest behind the 

scenes at … the Opera House, the Bank of England, The Savoy Hotel, 

the race track, Buckingham Palace. (Only joking with that last one.. 

But we’re not ‘ruling’ it out!).  Anyway, get thinking now and tell Val 

your thoughts on 01502 722488.  

I t takes a leap of the imagination, we know, to visualise a sun-

drenched Walberswick from the vantage point of this a bleak 

winter, but now is the time to do just that. The earlier we start 

preparing, the more successful it will be.  Here are three things we 

want you to do starting now: 

 

1. Plant things—If you are a gardener you’ll already be doing this.  

So do a bit more! And save those extras— cuttings and ‘thinnings’ for 

our plant stall. ‘Plants and Produce’ was a surprise success last year 

making £135 and our stallholders, say they could have sold more if 

they’d only had the stock.  But please try and hang on to your plants 

and produce until the day itself or just before.   

 

2. Don’t come to the AGM empty-handed—Please bring along a 

bottle or five (anything, alcoholic or not, that will be still in-date by 

July 7). It helps our bottle tombola organisers such a lot if they can 

have their stock well in advance and the AGM is a perfect opportunity.  

Also hugely welcome at the AGM will be jars of home-made jam, 

PLEASE THINK ABOUT OUR FETE... NOW! 


